
 

 

            

 
  

 

 

 

Life: Even in the Wilderness, Genesis 9:8-17, Mark 1:9-15  

Lent 1B, Feb 18, 2024 

Theme:  Temptation 

 

 “And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the 
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the 
angels waited on him.” 

In the gospel of Mark, this text is found as a kind of interlude in Jesus’ life between his 

baptism and when he calls the apostles to follow him.  In the other gospels, there is 

found more detail about his temptations.  In Mark that part of Jesus’ experience in the 

wilderness is simply captured in the words “tempted by Satan.” 

But there is another phrase describing Jesus’ experience in the wilderness.  It’s a 

section seldom mentioned, but perhaps quite important to us today.  This phrase is 

“and he was with the wild beasts.” 
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I think some people would interpret that phrase as if these beasts perhaps threatened 

Jesus.  I suggest this is the wrong picture.  Perhaps Mark’s author is calling on us to 

remember two Old Testament passages, the first being part of the lectionary where 

God promises Noah and his family, along with all the surviving creatures, that a flood 

will never threaten to cause complete destruction. The second calls to mind Elijah 

during a time when he was in deep depression.  It was a time when he retreated into 

the wilderness to die.  There the wild animals tended to him. 

Is it possible that Jesus found encouragement from the fact that even in the parched 

desert east of the Jordan, life persisted?  Is it possible that Jesus in his pondering of 

the spiritual depravity he witnessed among the Israelite people, realized there were 

those who were encouraged and hopeful for the arrival of their Messiah? 

What about now? 

Is it possible Jesus’ message can persevere the wilderness of war and suffering within 

which so many in this day find themselves? Is it possible there are those in 

congregations around the world who find hope and encouragement in Jesus’ 

teachings? 

Come join us at First Christian Church in Warrensburg, Missouri this first Sunday of 

Lent in one of our services, as we rediscover the hope found in the persistent 

teachings of our Messiah. 

CWF Notes from Toni Frandsen & Vicki Granger, 

 Co-Presidents 
 

CWF met on February 8th for a short meeting before going to visit our 

homebound and assisted living members and deliver Valentine’s Day 

cards!   We began our meeting with a devotion from Anita Gosney.  We 

continue to collect hats, gloves, and toiletries for Grab ’n Go as our 

Outreach project.  CWF ladies will help provide breakfast and lunch 

with our Grab ’N Go team for those pastors attending the Ministerial 

Cluster meeting at our church on February 21st.  We will also have an 

evening “Women’s Get-Together” on Friday, March 15 at 6:00 where we 

will have pizza, games, and a craft!  Our next CWF meeting will be 

Thursday, March 14 at 9:30 in the Parlor.  All ladies are welcome! 
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                    Coffee Connection 
 
 

We need Hosts for Coffee Connection Feb. 25th through  
March. If you are available for Feb. 25th or any Sunday in 
March, please stop by the bulletin board in the CLC lobby 
and sign up or call the Office! If you have the time, please 
know that you need not pay for items out of pocket.  A Walmart card 
will be provided.  Thank you! 
                                                   
        
 
         
 
         
 
         
 
 
 

 
   

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Prayer Concerns and Praises 
Prayers for the family of Walter Hicklin. 

 

Prayers for Heaven Martin & baby Amari, friends of 

Kristal Shaumeyer. 

 

Prayers for Jim Metcalf, Chris & Melvin’s friend. 

 

Prayers for Emberlynn, Sierra Alley’s daughter. 

 

Prayers for Theresa Schibi’s daughter, friends of the 

Goodwin’s from the Clothes Closet. 

 

Prayers for Steve, friend of Grab ‘N Go. 

 

Prayers for Jimmy & Brian Petty, Janice Wolff’s 

friends. 

 

Prayers for Phillip Bodenhamer. 

 

Prayers for Brenda Dougherty, Kristal’s mother. 

 

Prayers for Andy Gosney and family. 
 

Prayers for Kathy’s nephews, Eric Mueller and Trevor 

Browning. 
 

Prayers for Ann Patterson Scott. 
 

Prayers for Rick Dooley. 
 

Prayers for Melvin’s cousin, Erin Rogers. 
 

Prayers for the Basye family. 

Prayers for Ed and Bubbles Goodwin, Bill’s parents. 

Prayers for the Search & Call Committee. 

 

Prayers for our members who are homebound, in an 

assisted living community and nursing homes. 

Praises for Sharae Kelly and Teresa Spear who has 

been or will be ordained this month. 

 

 

February Birthdays 
 

 1 – Mike Revels 

 2 – Anita Grigsby 

 5 – Janette Howard 

 6 – Madison Walsh 

 6 – Skylar Beebe 

 8 – Alex Etter 

 9 – Karen Renfro 

 9 – Jennifer Dunn 

10 – Ben Etter 

14 – Carrie Cromer 

15 – Dale Matherly 

16 – Keegan Newberry 

20 – Ray Fitterling 

20 – Bonnie Etter 

25 – Andie Holdren 

25 – Jack Holdren 

26 – Philip Dougherty 

27 -  Bryce Seigfreid 

 

 

February Anniversaries 
 

11 – Allen & Victoria Charles 
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A big “Thank You” to Deb Mills for  

sharing her 2024 Lenten Devotional 

“Looking For Jesus.”  Deb is the wife 

of Pastor David Mills, First Christian 
 

Church of Windsor, Missouri.  This 

Devotional was sent via email 

 on Monday and there are hard 

copies in the Sanctuary and CLC 

Lobby.  Please enjoy! 

Weekly Calendar 
Wednesday February 14, today! 

11:00 to 12:00 – Grab ‘N Go Lunch 

6:00 – Ash Wednesday Service 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 

Thursday February 15 
11:00 to 12:00 – Devotion & Singing at 

Warrensburg Manor 

12:30 to 3:00 – Help at the Food Center 

5:00 -  Harmonayres Practice 

Friday February 16 

9:00 – Bell Choir Practice 

Sunday February 18 

WEEK OF COMPASSION 

9:15 – Sunday School 

9:15 – Traditional Service in the Sanctuary 

 10:15 – Coffee Connection in the CLC lobby 

10:45 – Celebration Service in the CLC 

Monday February 19 

President’s Day Holiday 

Tuesday February 20 

12:30 to 3:00 – Help at the Food Center 

6:30 – Board Meeting 

 

First Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 
101 East Gay Street 
Warrensburg MO 64093 
 
Church phone: 660-747-6815 
Pastor Lem Whitmer’s Cell phone:  816-695-3002 
Website: fccwburg.com 
Office Email: 1stchristianchurchwburg@gmail.com 
Office Hours:  Monday through Thursday 9:00-2:00 
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Teresa Spear’s Ordination is at South Street Christian Church in 

Springfield on February 25th at 2:00 pm.  Please contact the Office if you 

would like to carpool! 

 

 

 

 

The Week of Compassion is 

February 18th through 25th.  As the relief, refugee, and development 

mission fund of the Christian Church (DOC), Week of Compassion works 

with partners to alleviate suffering throughout the world, with a vision of a 

world where God’s people transform suffering into hope.  Please consider 

making a donation to this worthy cause!  Envelopes & Info provided. 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA 

DONATIONS NEEDED 
 

It is “Souper Bowl” season!  The Food Center in 
Warrensburg is asking for donations to restock their 
shelves this winter.  Please consider donating soup, 
canned goods, or even cash (cash takes up less space). See 
Pat Cook for details.  Thank you! 

https://kassiopeasdailyadvice.blogspot.com/2013_05_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Herbert and Cordelia Woodruff, part of our History! 

Herbert “Woody” and Cordelia “Deedle” Woodruff were our FCC Ministers 

from 1943 until 1967.  Pastor Mike Brown in Centralia, Missouri, was an 

active boy in Deedle Woodruff’s Youth Group as were many others.  On 

Sunday, February 18th, Pastor Brown’s sermon “The Love Letter” will pay 

tribute to Deedle.  You are invited to watch the live stream of this service at 

your leisure.  Google “First Christian Church, Centralia” and look for 

“Sermons.”  The sermon will be on file, just look for the title. Photo courtesy Paul Osborne 


